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Following on from a successful exhibition at the 
Bristol Housing Festival, a pre-application has been 
submitted for a ZEDpods development over the 
Chalks road carpark adjacent to St George Park. 

This development is pioneering a way to create 
the first 100% affordable and low carbon housing 
development aimed at creating a mixed tenure 
affordable housing scheme with all rents being 
below private rental values. 

The homes would be a semi-permanent 
development, with the ‘air rights’ above the carpark 
leased by Bristol Council to the developer for 30 years. 

The core delivery team would include Bristol 
Housing Festival, ZED Pods Ltd, a Bristol based 
Housing Association, the YMCA and Bristol and Bath 
Regional Capital. This environmental and socially 
focused development will deliver much needed 
housing in the area for young professionals in need 
of affordable housing and those at risk of housing 
crisis. By creating a mixture of these tenures, a new 
community model will be created to ensure that the 
support networks are in place for the tenants. The 
tenants are likely to be home at different times of 
the day to improve security and safety and tenant 
interaction and neighbourliness will be increased.

A simple line of 9 x 1 bed and 2 x 2 bed low carbon 
ZEDpods runs above the central parking aisle. This 
avoids the mature trees on either side of the linear 
car park and the Wessex water equipment and pipe 
runs at the bottom of the site. 

Southernly aspect living rooms with generous balconies 
face onto the mature tree canopy — creating pleasant 
private outdoor defensible space. 

No existing parking bays are lost, and there is no 
reduction in public parking. 

The scheme is being offered to potential residents 
without parking to protect the parking spaces for 
the recreational park users and shoppers. Some 
upgrade to the car park control or enforcement 
regime maybe required to ensure the car park 
usage is preserved for the public. We plan on re-
instating the larger coach parking bays following 
feedback from the local planning network.

Proposal

The site in St. George has been selected due to its 
great access to the Church Road retail area and close 
proximity to the local supermarket and amenities. 
When combined with the good access to local public 
transport networks, access to a train station and the 
car free access to the centre of Bristol; the site is ideal 
for an affordable ZEDpods community.

The development would also offer additional 
security and surveillance to discourage anti-social 
behaviour and provide electric car charging points 
to upgrade the carpark.

All of the homes will meet the governments 
‘Nationally Described Space Standards’ which set 
the minimum acceptable area of living space and 
will also have  private amenity space (balconies). 
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Paking Level Plan Entry Level Plan
58 Parking spaces (including 3 coach parking & 3 disabled parking) 11 bicycle parking Pedestrian circulation

Affordable Housing Scheme
Chalks Road, St. George:

The homes have been optimised for energy 
efficiency and the lowest possible running costs, 
with solar panels to generate renewable electricity 
in the day, quiet running heat pumps for low energy 
heating, controlled ventilation which recovers 
usable heat from inside the building whilst bringing 
in fresh air, triple glazing, LED lighting and energy 
efficient appliances. 

The Cross Laminated Timber construction and 
internal surfaces are low embodied carbon and 
highly durable. They are designed to be easy to 
wipe down and clean, and re-coat if necessary, 
and are unlikely to suffer impact damage.

The cladding is non-combustible and cementitious 
with a baked on paint finish. A large colour range is 
possible with an anticipated life of 50 years.

The under croft of the pods has been designed 
without any enclosed spaces and full lines of 
visibility. This will discourage anti-social behaviour.

Following feedback from the local planning network, 
we plan on employing a local artist to decorate the 
gable end walls to discourage future vandalism.  

The scheme will offer something truly innovative, 
a first for the city and of its kind in the UK. This 
innovative development will rethink existing land use 
in central locations, demonstrating new thinking to 
help solve the housing crisis whilst at the same time 
providing beautiful, low carbon housing.  

The development will see the creation of a genuine 
mixed community of discounted commercial, LHA 
and social rent housing with an ambition to develop 
a housing solution for those that the existing market 
struggles to support (under 35s in housing crisis)
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